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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a seriles of tape-recorded
interviews conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program
of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Mahnaz Afkhami with TIraj
Gorgin in Los Angeles in April 20, 1985,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that

it is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer,
narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational
style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation

for Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy

of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein,

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
resaarch scholars accredited for purposes of research by
Foundation for Iranlan Studies; and further, this memoir must

be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction

of the memoir either in whole or in part may be made by micro-
photo, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Mr. Iraj Gorgin was born Esfahan in 1934, He completed his early

as well as higher education in Iran, and attended Tehran University
where he gtudied literature. Since his highschool days Mr. Gorgin
became dinvolved with politics. He first became involved with the
Tudeh Party and later with the movements which coalesced around

the National Front, After the vents of 1953 Mr, Gorgin parted with
active politdes and became involved with artistic and literary
affalrs, He was involved in the publication of several journals

in Tehran, and became a news cerrespondent for Radio Iran. Later

he became a founder of Radio Tehran, and eventually one of the
early recruits to Natilonal Iranian Radio and Television Organization,
where he rose to the rank of high official and a director of the
news division. Mr. Gorgin's memolrs are a valuable account of
Iranian politics in the 1950s, organizational developments in
Iranian radio and television industries, the interactions betwean
NIRT and the Iranian government in the 1970s as well asg during

the months leading to the Revolution of 1978-79 and personage

of political and cultural significance to modern Iranilan history.
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